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effect of the new legislation upon home work. Is it likely that the 
fixing of a legal minimum wage can in the long run be used to suppress 
this most undesirable form of labor? It is abundantly evident that our 
writers do not regard this solution as desirable. They do not even 
discuss the proposition, and clearly show that they do not wish to face 
the issue. Apparently, they fear the immediate hardship to the workers 
that would result from a radical attack upon an economic system so 
firmly rooted. 

Pauline Goldmark. 
New York City. 

Preventive Agencies and Methods. By CHARLES RICHMOND 
Henderson. New York, Charities Publication Commitee, 1910. — 
416 pp. and index. 

In the last one hundred and fifty years the attitude of society toward 
its defective and antisocial members has been changing from pure super- 
stition to relatively pure science. We are, as yet, just entering upon 
the latter stages of the process, but we have reason to believe that the 
final transformations will be rapid. It is a long step from the idea of 
" possession by the Devil," with its accompanying methods of extermi- 
nation, to the conception of abnormal physical condition and antiso- 
cial conduct as disease, with possible cure or reformation. It is a still 
longer step to the recognition of degeneracy and to the idea of social 
protection by segregation. But while we are trying to adjust ourselves 
to this new view-point, another advance is being made. The appli- 
cation of the laws of cause and effect to the study of pathology in physical 
conditions and in conduct is giving rise to the new but relatively well 
developed science of prevention. The volume under review is a mile- 
post in one of the last stages of this advance. It is one of four volumes 
on the general subject of correction and prevention, prepared by Pro- 
fessor Henderson for the eighth International Prisons Congress. 

The author is justified in claiming : " In quite a literal sense we offer 
here a source-book on the subject." Almost no movement or scheme 
for the improvement or removal of conditions conducive to criminality 
has been overlooked. Each receives as full consideration as is possible 
in a single volume. The material has been carefully sifted. The book 
is relatively free from rash statements dictated by enthusiasm and 
insufficiently controlled by a scientific study of conditions. A few 
rather exaggerated conclusions are presented, however, with reference 
to methods of improvement, in cases in which scientific measurement 
of results is well-nigh impossible. 
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The following general topics are considered , in as many chapters : 
(i) the humane but effective elimination of the incurably an ti- social 
who are dangerous by reason of their conduct or their ability to propa- 
gate defect ; ( 2 ) the removal of conditions conducive to defective per- 
sonality ; (3) the amelioration of economic conditions conducive to 
crimes of misery or of ambition ; (4) the control of specific social evils 
conducive to crime ; ( 5 ) treatment with a view to averting evil acts by 
a substitution of attractive normal conduct ; (6) the removal of defects 
in the law and of defects in the administration of law which are condu- 
cive to its violation ; (7) improvement of education as a deterrent in- 
fluence ; (8) crime viewed as an abnormal means of gratifying human 
desires, and its prevention by the substitution of higher interests and 
legitimate satisfactions. 

In the treatment of each topic the author attempts to make as clear 
as is possible, within the limits of a single volume : ( 1 ) the nature and 
extent of the social injury to be prevented ; (2) evidence that compe- 
tent specialists are aware of the peril to which the nation is exposed ; 
(3) proposals for amelioration in preventive measures ; (4) actual or- 
ganization and experiments; (5) results obtained, so far as materials 
for a judgment can be obtained. 

One of the most significant features of the work is the evidence it af- 
fords of a widespread and increasingly clear perception of the import- 
ance of prevention. An abundance of material, brought together for 
the first time from a multitude of sources, testifies to the growing con- 
viction that the alleviation of present misery, however great, must be 
deemed secondary to the prevention of infinitely greater misery yet to 
come. 

To Herbert Spencer is attributed the statement that humanity goes 
right in the long run after having tried all the ways of going wrong. 
The fact that the compilation of such a volume as this is possible at this 
time encourages the hope that the end of our period of experiment in 
the treatment of crime is not indefinitely remote. 

Phil. A. Parsons. 

Syracuse University. 



